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Outside
The Box

And that 
spirit should 
live on in our 
h e a r t s  a n d 
minds espe-
c ia l ly  for  a 
very special, 
unique class 
of citizens amongst us. They are a minority, 
for sure as many simple cannot and do not 
qualify! Today it’s entirely by choice! Our 
servicemen and women have sacrificed from 
their young youthful years and many into 
middle age. Far too many gave their lives; 
far too many are hurt, wounded and crippled, 
and yet today for ALL OF US many are on 
duty, doing any assigned task or mission, 
any job required to maintain the security and 
sovereignty of our Blessed Republic. Mostly 
taken for granted and unappreciated. Some-
times verbally assaulted by those who simply 
do NOT understand the harsh reality of the 
world. However, minus those who sacrificed 
Christmases and many other holidays out on patrol, maybe 
in combat, doing hard, stressful tasks, or even being bored 
out of their minds with mundane chores, we as a free people 
simply would not exist. FACT, NOT OPINION! So many fine 
men and women wearing the uniform of one of our military 
services didn’t have the best of Christmas holidays, but these 
folks who have served our nation with Honor and who are 
serving with Honor are still OUR best Christmas gifts , not 
under our Christmas trees!

Therefore, please let our Veterans who have served and 
those who are currently serving know that you love and ap-
preciate what they have done and are doing. They deserve 
“Christmas” the year ‘round!

Another Christmas gift we take for granted, actually 
occurred on December 25, 1776, during the Revolutionary 
War. General George Washington and his troops, at night in 
the freezing cold crossed a 300 yard section of the Delaware 
River. Then marched 19 miles to confront a garrison of Ger-
man mercenaries who were hired by the Brits to subdue our 
earliest American wannabees, yearning for freedom, liberty 
and opportunity in a new nation, unfettered by tyrannical 
governance. Those who sacrificed so much on that long ago 
Christmas defeated those Hessians which became a quick 
surrender as the Battle of Trenton. One week later our first 
Army, the Continental Army regained control with then an-
other victory at the Battle of Princeton.

All because, from the painful birth of our Sovereign 
Republic we’ve had men and women who valued something 
far greater than self and were willing to sacrifice comfort-
able Christmas Holidays along with all the other sacrifices, 
resulting today so that YOU and I don’t have to! We have 
our Rights such as Free Speech, as anything foolish or as 
brilliant as you could imagine. No other nation in history has 
preserved the Rights of Individuals as America has. That is a 
costly proposition by anyone’s measure! And those that stood 
watch, stood guard and those who had to do the unthinkable 
and missed those Christmases at home, with friends, with 
family are to thank. Never forget them!

And never forget the reason for the season, and I hope 
everyone had a great Christmas! 

Semper Paratus

T h e 
weather around 
us is always 
c h a n g i n g . 
S o m e t i m e s 
t h e  t h i n g s 
that cause the 
w e a t h e r  t o 
change happened a long ways away. Today I
want to talk about a phenomenon called the La
Niña, and how it affects the weather, and how
we feel it in winter.

There are many different methods that 
people have used over the years to try to pre-
dict how cold or how much snow winter we’ll 
get. People have used the length of the orange
on woolly worms, and the shape of persimmon 
seeds. The La Niña/El Niño finds its roots in a
more scientific approach. La Niña means little
girl in Spanish, El Niño means little boy.

El Niño is part of the El Niño Southern 
Oscillation, or ENSO. La Niña occurs when 
the Pacific Ocean water temperatures are

lower than normal. El Niño means that the pacific waters are
higher than normal. 

As waters temperatures go back and forth between high
and low, it’s called La Nada. Under normal conditions, trade 
winds blow west along the equator. This takes warm water 
from South America towards Asia. To replace that warm wa-
ter cold water rises from the depths. La Niña/El Niño break
these normal conditions. Under La Niña, the trade winds are 
stronger than normal, so more warm water is pushed towards 
Asia. This imbalance is fixed by more cold water rising from 
the depths. The result is that the jet stream moves northward 
and weakens over the eastern pacific. Scientists don’t know 
why the trade winds that cause the movement of water ebb and 
flow as they do.

NOAA has declared that we are in a La Niña winter. This 
is actually the second La Niña winter in a row that we’ve had. 
Meteorologists call that a double-dip. Generally speaking, La
Niña winter means warmer, drier conditions in the Southeast. 
It doesn’t mean that we won’t have snow, or that we won’t 
have some really cold and wet days. It means that the prob-
ability of those events occurring is lower. The northern half of 
the United State is more likely to be wetter than normal. In El 
Niño years, we are more likely to have more rain and colder 
temperatures.

Typically, an episode of La Niña/El Niño lasts 9 to 12 
months, but they can last longer. Most likely, we will see the 
strongest effects of La Niña from January to March, but it
could linger into spring.

We have the names La Niña/El Niño because South
American fishermen had observed the change in water tem-
perature in the Pacific occurring around Christmas time for 
centuries. They started calling it El Niño after baby Jesus. In 
the 1980s, scientists discovered La Niña. 

NOAA tracks Pacific Ocean temperatures and will an-
nounce if there is going to be a La Niña/El Niño event. It also 
influences the severity of storms. La Niña usually means that 
there will be more hurricanes coming out of the Caribbean and
Gulf of Mexico. 

If you have questions about the climate or weather and
how that affects us contact your County Extension Office or 
email me at Jacob.Williams@uga.edu.

Dear Editor,

Can you believe that 2021 
is almost over?  They say that 
the older you get, the faster time 
flies.  It does seem so, anyway.

Here at Habitat for Hu-
manity, Towns/Union Counties, 
Inc., we have fought through 
COVID, adjusted to having a 
brand-new ReStore in Blairs-
ville, hired some great people, and formed some amazing part-
nerships with our community organizations. 

We are so thankful for our loyal ReStore customers and 
donors. 

Our ReStore is a part of our fundraising, but it’s not the
only way we raise money to build affordable housing.

Donations from generous people in our community are an
important part of our fundraising. We use donated materials and
volunteers to keep the cost of homes down, but it still takes an
average of $150,000 to build a house. 

The faster we raise the money, the faster we can build 
another house. We coordinate several small fundraisers through-
out the year.  

“Share the Love with Habitat”, “Pictures for Santa Paws”,
and “Scarecrowville” are just a few of those.  

We also apply for grants and ask for donations from our 
local businesses.  Even with our ReStore and our fundraising
events, our individual donors are the cornerstone of our fund-
raising efforts.

And speaking of which, I just read something really excit-
ing! First, let me make sure you know that I am NOT a financial
advisor of any kind, and I would urge every one of you to con-
sult with an accountant or a tax professional before making any
major financial decisions. 

BUT I just read that the IRS has changed the rules regard-
ing deductions of charitable contributions! If you itemize your
tax return, you have always been able to deduct charitable con-
tributions, dollar-for-dollar.  

If you used the standard deduction, you may have been 
able to write off a small, standard charitable contribution deduc-
tion (usually up to $250). 

It seems that the IRS has changed the rules, and those of
you who take the standard deduction can now claim $300 of
your charitable donations, or $600 of your charitable donations,
if you are filing as a married couple! This is a big deal, because, 
according to the IRS website, nine out of ten people take the
standard deduction.  

So, if you are one of those 90% of taxpayers, you can 
contribute more money, and claim up to $300 or $600 (whatever
applies to you) as another deduction.

Many of our donors wait until the end of the year to do-
nate, so here’s your chance to give to a great cause, and also get 
a better tax break!  Our Organization is a certified 501C3 Chari-
table Corporation, and your donations to us qualify.

I know we are down to the wire for 2021 contributions.
But there’s still time to stop by our offices (connected to the 
ReStore at 225 Wellborn St., Blairsville, GA, 30512) and drop 
off a check, or you can mail it to the same address.  

Just be sure to write your check before the end of the year,
so even if we get it soon after the first of the year, you can use
it as a deduction

Thank you for your continued support.

I want at least twelve 
days of Christmas, and I’m re-
luctant to take down the Christ-
mas tree and all the decorations 
the moment the official holiday 
has passed. 

The number of homes 
and businesses still decorated 
the week after Christmas tells me there are others who also share 
in that reluctance.   

Our time on this earth is fleeting. Our holidays and cel-
ebrations, our moments of vacation and renewal, are few and far 
between compared to the hours of work and worry we endure, 
not to mention the commute in between. Even the time we lay 
down to sleep is bracketed by the constant noise of information 
and drama. 

Ancient societies that we consider “primitive” worked far 
fewer hours than their more sophisticated descendants, and they 
slept better.

What drives us to press our flesh to the grindstone as it 
strips away the days of our lives in efforts which, now more than 
ever, enrich the few while barely sustaining the many? 

Perhaps it is the very real fear of finding ourselves adrift 
in a society which has replaced the cultural obligations of car-
ing for the poor, the sick and the elderly with an institutional, 
governmental substitute more effective at making insurance and 
drug companies profitable than it is in providing quality care.

Perhaps it is the ascendancy of the competition para-
digm. 

Whether it’s millions of Asians who work like insects or 
Americans sinking farther into debt, we look down on cultures 
not so intent on world domination, which work fewer hours, 
take more holidays, longer lunches, more breaks - and retire at 
a younger age. 

We consider them to be decadent, yet these “inferior” peo-
ple live longer than we do and suffer less from heart disease and 
cancer during their longer life spans. 

All too soon the work week begins after the holidays. We 
have to pay for the gifts we bought on credit. The pressure to buy 
for Christmas started in September. Black Friday mutated into 
Cyber Monday, then Cyber Week, then Special Holiday Sav-
ings, extended. 

The smart phone that was $899.99 before the big sale was 
suddenly the door buster special, only $899.99 marked down 
from $1299.99. 

The holiday that invites us to replace our materialistic 
concerns with spiritual ones now serves to further obligate us 
to the material.

What can we do against the combined efforts of a materi-
alistic civilization? 

We can refuse to borrow money to pay for things we don’t 
need but have been conditioned to want. 

We can learn to want what we already have. 
We can spend less than we earn and learn to save and in-

vest wisely and dispassionately. 
We can remember that we resolved to do all these things 

last year and try again in the next.
Surrounded by a universe of unlimited, unfathomable 

mystery on a miraculous world which disdains this thin veneer 
of human activity, we can still learn gratitude and rediscover 
awe, and we can leave our Christmas trees up until the needles 
drop off if we want to.

GUEST COLUMNS
From time to time, people in the community have a grand 

slant on an issue that would make a great guest editorial. Those 
who feel they have an issue of great importance should call our 
editor and talk with him about the idea. Others have a strong opin-
ion after reading one of the many columns that appear throughout 
the paper. If so, please write. Please remember that publication 
of submitted editorials is not guaranteed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SHOULD BE E-MAILED OR MAILED TO:

Towns County Herald, Letter to the Editor
P.O. Box 365, Hiawassee, GA 30546

Our email address: tcherald@windstream.net
Letters should be limited to 200 words or less, signed, 

dated and include a phone number for verification purposes. This 
paper reserves the right to edit letters to conform with Editorial 
page policy or refuse to print letters deemed pointless, potentially 
defamatory or in poor taste. Letters should address issues of 
general interest, such as politics, the community, environment, 
school issues, etc.

Letters opposing the views of previous comments are 
welcomed; however, letters cannot be directed at, nor name or 
ridicule previous writers. Letters that recognize good deeds of 
others will be considered for publication.* 

Note: All letters must be signed, and contain the first and 
last name and phone number for verification.

The Towns County Herald is an inde-
pendent and nonpartisan publication. As 
such, third-party views contained herein are 
not necessarily the opinions or positions of 
this newspaper, e.g. advertising, press releas-
es, editorial content, perspectives expressed 
in articles covering local events, etc.

Habitat
Happenings

Cathy 
Wheeler

It’s not Biden’s inflation. HERE are the real facts 
(corona virus pandemic)! You wouldn’t know that by lis-
tening to current commentary about inflation. Casual ob-
servers, economists, investors and politically biased 
commentators seem to agree that “higher inflation is being gen-
erated by abnormally huge amounts of government spending”.                                                                                                                                       
When someone says “inflation is back”, they are referring to 
rising prices.

Inflation—or the rate of change in prices over time—is 
not a simple phenomenon to measure or interpret. Primarily due 
to three different temporary factors: base effects, supply chain 
disruptions, and pent-up demand, especially for services. “Un-
derstanding why the rate of inflation has risen so quickly could 
help clarify how long the surge might last – and what, if any-
thing, policymakers should do about it. The recent acceleration 
in the rate of inflation appears to be fundamentally different from 
other inflationary periods that were more closely tied to the reg-
ular business cycle. Explanations for the current phenomenon to 
date include continuing disruptions in global supply chains amid 
the coronavirus pandemic; turmoil in the labor markets; the fact 
that today’s prices are being measured against prices during last 
year’s COVID-19-induced shutdowns; and stronger consumer 
demand after local economies were reopened.’’ - pewresearch.
org. As far as gasoline prices in particular I offer: ‘’Gas prices 
are rising due to the attempted shift to renewable energy sourc-
es, OPEC Secretary General Mohammed Barkindo. Gas prices 
in Europe have surged as much as 280% so far this year and are 
threatening to push up winter fuel bills, hurt consumption, and 
exacerbate a near-term spike in inflation.’’ - CNBC.  At least one 
thing is clear: A resurgent inflation rate is by no means solely a 
U.S. concern. A Pew Research Center analysis of data from 46 
nations finds that the third-quarter 2021 inflation rate was higher 
in most of them (39) than in the pre-pandemic third quarter of 
2019. Regardless of the absolute level of inflation in each coun-
try, many show variations on the same pattern: relatively low 
inflation before the Covid 19 pandemic struck in the first quarter 
of 2020; flat or falling inflation for the rest of that year and into 
2021, as many governments sharply curtailed most economic 
activity; and rising inflation in the second and third quarters of 
this year, as the world struggled to get back to something ap-
proaching normal. I offer these observations and facts, not as 
a democrat, nor a republican, but as an observer intesested in 
presenting a real, more fact based assessment of current condi-
tions.
Jim Grazis

Have something to sell?
Let the Herald
work for you!

Contact us at 706-896-4454
Deadline for the T.C. Herald is 

Friday by 5 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


